
 
ASTON VILLA TO FACE WEST HAM UNITED IN DEFENCE OF 
HKFC STANDARD CHARTERED SOCCER SEVENS CROWN  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VIPs (L-R) Ricardo Rambo, Hong Kong Women’s Head Coach; Joaquin Tam, 

HKFA; Jasmine Pau, Standard Chartered Priority Private; Scott Semple, HKFC 

Standard Chartered Soccer 7s; and Neil Jensen, HKFC, surrounded by local 

Players and Coaches at the 2024 HKFC Standard Chartered Soccer Sevens Draw 
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HONG KONG, 12 April 2024 – Defending champions Aston Villa will take on fellow 
English Premier League club, West Ham United, in the group phase of the 2024 HKFC 
Standard Chartered Soccer Sevens next month when the tournament returns for its 25th 
anniversary at Hong Kong Football Club. 
 
Villa, who won the title for a record-extending seventh time in 2023 when Omari Kellyman 
inspired his team to victory over Hong Kong’s Tai Po in the final, will also take on Yau 
Yee League Select and the HKFC Captain’s Select in Group A. 
 
The HKFC Standard Chartered Soccer Sevens will be held from May 24 to 26 at Hong 
Kong Football Club and will feature sixteen teams in the Main Event as well as the eight-
team Masters Tournament and the inaugural Women’s Tournament, which also includes 
eight clubs. 
 
“This event is unique to Hong Kong, it’s the best sevens tournament in the world and 
we’re delighted that Standard Chartered Priority Private have agreed to come on board 
this year as our title sponsors,” HKFC Chairman Neil Jensen said on Friday. 
 
“It’s a fabulous three days of football, it’s a great event and we’re delighted to be 
organising it once again. 
 
“Because of the nature of the event, we see players at the start of their career and at the end of 
their career. A number of world class players, like Manchester City’s Jack Grealish, have been 
here on several occasions and still talk fondly of their experiences in Hong Kong.” 



 
Five-time J.League champions Yokohama F Marinos headline Group B, where they will 
take on Brighton & Hove Albion as the Premier League side return to the tournament as 
well as Hong Kong Rangers and Singapore Football Club. 
 
Fulham and Rangers meet in Group C alongside the Hong Kong China U23s and Hong 
Kong Football Club while Leicester City, champions in 2013 and 2017, take on three-time 
winners Newcastle United, 2023 finalists Tai Po and Singapore Cricket Club in Group D. 
 
The new Women’s Tournament, meanwhile, will see seven teams from Hong Kong 
compete alongside the Macau women’s national team for the inaugural title. 
 
Group A will feature Sha Tin Sport Association, Soar 247 FC, Kitchee and Chelsea 
FC Soccer School while the Hong Kong Football Club, Macau Football Association, 
Grace Citizen and WSE compete in Group B. 
 
“We’ve got some incredibly strong teams participating this year,” said Scott 
Semple, Chairman of the HKFC Soccer Sevens organising committee. 
 
“The Main Tournament is incredibly strong with three former winners included in the eight 
professional clubs from overseas in the line-up and we have the Women’s Tournament for 
the very first time. 
 
“This helps us provide a more comprehensive and diverse tournament in the true spirit of 
football and we hope it will help develop the overall game in Hong Kong and the region. It’s 
exciting and hopefully it inspires people to continue with their development in the game.” 
 
In the Masters Event, Wallsend Boys Club HK will be seeking a third straight win after 
successfully defending the title they first won in 2022 last year. 
 
Wallsend will face Singapore Cricket Club Masters, Singapore Football Club Masters, and 
Kowloon Cricket Club Vets in Group B, while Group A will feature the All Stars, the HKFC 
Chairman’s Select, Discovery Bay and HKFC Masters. 
 
The Masters and Women’s Tournament’s will commence proceedings at Sports Road, 
with games being played on the Friday evening, before the Main Event kick off on 
Saturday. Matches run throughout Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Tickets for the event will be available at zicket.co from Monday 15 April, with free entry for all 
on Friday May 24. Single day tickets cost $150 and weekend passes are $250. Don't miss 
the opportunity to witness some world-class football at the HKFC Standard Chartered 
Soccer Sevens. 
 
 

ENDS 
 
Notes to Editor: 
 
For more information, visit: 
Website: www.hksoccersevens.com 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@hkfcsoccer7s 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hkfcsoccersevens 
X: https://twitter.com/hksoccersevens  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/hksoccersevens/ 
Hashtag: #hksoccer7s 



 
Standard Chartered Priority Private 
 
Standard Chartered Priority Private helps clients achieve their goals with sophisticated wealth 
solutions. Whatever client’s financials priorities are, we take it a step further by tapping onto our global 
network, supported by our senior Relationship Managers, investment advisors and product 
specialists. We also offer curated privileges suited to client’s lifestyle, including exclusive converge 
services and invitations to unique experiences. For added comfort and privacy, we also have flagship 
Wealth management centres that are exclusive to Priority Private clients in Causeway Bay Lee 
Garden, Tsim Sha Tsui K11 and Admiralty Pacific Place. 
 
About Standard Chartered 
 
We are a leading international banking group, with a presence in 53 of the world’s most dynamic 
markets and serving clients in a further 64. Our purpose is to drive commerce and prosperity through 
our unique diversity, and our heritage and values are expressed in our brand promise, here for good. 
 
Standard Chartered PLC is listed on the London and Hong Kong Stock Exchanges. 
 
The history of Standard Chartered in Hong Kong dates back to 1859. It is currently one of the Hong 
Kong SAR’s three note-issuing banks. Standard Chartered incorporated its Hong Kong business on 
1 July 2004, and now operates as a licensed bank in Hong Kong under the name of Standard 
Chartered Bank (Hong Kong) Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of Standard Chartered PLC. 
 
For more stories and expert opinions please visit Insights at sc.com. Follow Standard Chartered 
on Twitter, LinkedIn and Facebook. 
 
 
About Hong Kong Football Club 
 
Hong Kong Football Club (HKFC) was founded in 1886 with a mission to facilitate the development of 
sporting activities in Hong Kong. Our vision is to be recognised as one of the leading not-for-profit 
sports clubs in the world. We started with two main sports: rugby and soccer, and with the dedication 
and enthusiasm of our members, we have evolved into a club which promotes, hosts and plays a 
total of 11 different sports including hockey, squash, lawn bowls, netball, tennis, badminton, 
swimming and triathlon, golf and tenpin bowling. 
 
Regarded as one of the finest sporting clubs in Asia, the 64,000-square-metre Club building offers 
the largest range of facilities among all the sports clubs in Hong Kong. HKFC not only provides Hong 
Kong with a world-class venue for many major international sports events, such as Rugby Tens and 
Soccer Sevens tournaments, but also plays a key contributor to Hong Kong’s thriving sporting and 
social community. 
 
Website: www.hkfc.com 
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